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By FARAJA NMIGWABATI

HE port in Dar es

Salaam, registra-

tion of businesses

throughout the

country, the judicial
system, construction permits,
fake goods, customs duties,
the taxation systemn - all these
were on the agenda yesterday
at the opening meeting of the
Investment Climate Facility for
Africa (ICF).

These areas have already
been identified as needing ur-
gent reform if Tanzania wants
to stimulate economic growth,
make business more efficient
and attract foreign and local
investors.

The meeting attended by

200 delegates including former
Tanzanian president Benjamin
Mkapa, Festus Mogae of Bo-
tswana and business executives

sﬁ\fve
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But there are still areas
where much has to be done.

“In Tanzania there are still
many bottlenecks,” said Omari
Issa, CEO of the ICF, adding that
“the business and investment
environment in Tanzania keeps
on worsening.

“Even the government has

‘realized this and they came to

us and asked for help.

“We have spoken to them
about which areas we should
tackle first, because there are
many areas to be addressed.

“This is not about helping
foreign investors at the expense

of helping local investors. It
is actually helping even small
businesses because they are
important. They create jobs,”
he explained.

“In Africa small businesses
plays only a small part in the
overall economic picture com-
pared to the rich nations. There
they contribute between 50 to
60 %.”

But Africa does have its
success stories. Mr Issa spoke
about how the ICF had worked
with the Rwandan government
to modernize the judicial sys-
temn particularly the commercial
court. Now in Rwanda, he said,
they backlog of 3,000 cases

A SHIP at ‘
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had been wiped out. Now the
court was running to time and
this was good for business and
confidence.

“In practical reform of the
commercial court had allowed
small businesses to register their
companies more quickly and
to deal with disputes more ef-
ficiently. It had also put them
in a position where credit was
easier for them to access.”

In Senegal there was a
problem with severe delays at
theé port. No less than seven
procedures had to be followed
through before goods ~ould be
cleared. “Now all seven are done
within hours instead of days and

weeks,” he said.

Mr Issa was asked why the
Senegal reform had not been
implemented at Dar es Salaam’s
port. :

“We need the commitment
of all parties involved,” he ex-
plained. “For example there
are more than seven players
involved at the port. There is

_the TRA, the police, clearing

and forwarding companies, the
banks, and this is too many:.

“These players need to get
together with the government
and come to us and we can
guide them to a solution which
is beneficial to all and to the
economy.”



